4  The Tick Life Cycle
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You probably understand what happens to an animal if it doesn't get food -- it starves to death. Ticks can also starve to death, but often it takes months or even years. However, without food ticks can't do much. Ticks are a clear example of how food works as an energy source. Ticks need energy from blood in order to grow, develop, and lay eggs. Without blood, ticks can't do any of this.
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A tick begins its life as an egg. When the egg hatches, a six-legged larva emerges. Its first host is usually a small mammal; it has to find a host in order to grow. After feeding, the larva drops to the ground to digest its food and begin to grow. After one to three weeks, the larva molts and becomes a nymph.

A tick nymph has eight legs and looks like a smaller version of an adult tick. It has to find another meal, usually from another small mammal, before it can molt again. Once the nymph is finished eating, it drops to the ground and develops into an adult. An adult tick has only one purpose – to reproduce. The male tick dies after it mates. The female tick dies after it lays her eggs. It can lay up to 18,000 of them! 

Tick Life Cycle:    egg – larva – feed – molt – nymph – feed – molt – adult – reproduction – death
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1. Create a brief summary of the text
2. Answer the following questions.
2.1 What does happen to an animal if it doesn´t receive food?

2.2 What is it the function of the food?

2.3 What is the source of energy for tick? 

2.4 What is it the Spanish translation for tick?

2.5 Write the process of life in a tick.

2.6  What happen when the nymph finish eating?

3. Create sentences with the following words.
3.1 Starve

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

3.2 Mammal

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

3.3 nymph 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
3.4 reproduce

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
